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at the consecration of priests. In this church mass may
be celebrated at the same altar by different priests succeed-
ing each other on the same day. The Jacobite Church
absolutely forbids this Roman practice, thus agreeing with
the Greek Orthodox.
While confession before communion is obligatory in all
the Eastern churches under consideration, the discipline is
not always imposed with severity. The Oriental Greek
Church provides a long and elaborate order of confession,
to be read separately over each person desiring to com-
municate. In it the doctrine is clearly set forth that, while
the priest has authority to pronounce absolution, confes-
sion is not made to him, but through him to Almighty God,
who alone can forgive sin. To follow this long order
would be impracticable in the case of a large number of
penitents, and a parish priest tells me that it is now rarely
used, a short informal service, without book, being sub-
stituted. The people may be confessed in church or in
their own homes. The priest repeats the ten command-
ments, demanding whether these have been broken. He
may put other questions, the number and character vary-
ing with his knowledge of the penitent, but the minute
catechising, sometimes obtaining in the Roman Church, is
unknown or is at least very rare. For the absolution may
be repeated any one of the seven prayers to be found in the
formal order of confession. In Jerusalem and vicinity, to
the rule of the Orthodox Church that no priest who has not
been married may confess the people, is added the further
practical restriction that a priest may not hear confession
unless he is the father of children! In fact, until that time
he is not called "khflri," but only "qussfs," a term also
applied to a celibate priest or monk in orders. Penance is
imposed in the Greek Church, but the sacrament has never
developed into the elaborate system found in the West.
Confession is technically required in the Syrian-Jacobite
Church, but laxity in enforcing this sacrament has been
charged upon the Jacobite priests since the time of the
Crusaders. Jacques de Vitry, Bishop of Acre in 1217, de-
clared that the Jacobites " confess their sins not to priests,

